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iiY EDITH KOCSEVELT
“ . Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON — The first
. details regarding highly secret
" testimony that t s lain dor-

. mant in a Senate #ile {or more

" than 20 years have been made
available exclusively to this

* correspondent.

This testimony involves the

" origin and whole thrust of
“Awecica’s  foreign  policv
concerring the Fur Tast, with

_particular oposcotion o what

* is taking place st now.

. The still sccrei dctails are
particularly vital at this time
for a number of reasons
including the fact that ‘the
Senate Foreign Relations Cem-
mittee has recently released
testimony given as long ago as
December of 1945 .by propo-

-ments of the pro-Mao Tse Tung
China policy.

THE DOOR was opened when
Marquis Childs in a syndicated
column in the Washing.on Post
of Feb. 8, declared that “tbe
right wing’ was'seeking Lo dis-
credit- President Nixon's

" journey to Red China. Childs

wrote:

“One such expedient 15 to
release the testimony, which is
still labeled top-secret ~ffer 20
“years, of John Paton Da, s.”

" Davies was dismissed irom
the Foreign Service i 1934 in a
sécurity risk case. He was the
first-career officer ever fired.

, }A TUG of war of historic po-

tential is taking place in Wash-

ingtdn between those whu sce

0 reason to keep this documen-

tion sccret after all these

“years, and those in the State -

Department who are deter-
mined to keep these facts con-
eealed. .
: The testimony, given to the
Senate ‘Internal Security St
committee in 1939, is that o F- -
ward Hunter, editor and "sdb-
lisher of Tactics Magazirs; zad
syle Munson, who heads the
cokmailer, a.book pubiishing-
and distributing company” in
Linden,N.y.
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Both men were with the psy- °

‘chological warfare section of

the Central Intelligence
Agengy.nvolved i~Far«East,
matters, when they gave Con-
gressional testimony which .
helped lead to Davies dismiss- :
al. :

with Hunter’s testimony paral-
lels in real life the dramatic
exploits in cloak and dagger
style of James Bond, the fic-
tional hero of British in-
telligence,

This concerns the manner in
‘which the Senate Internal Secu-
rity Subcommiltee obtained
Hunter's testimony. )

Breaking silence publicly for -

thé first time concerning his in-
volvement in the case, Hunter
described how he and Munson
were called to the State Depart-
ment late in 1949 to confer with
Davies, then head of the
Department’s: Policy Planning
section.

- This was on the eve of Hunt-
er’'s departure for the Far East
where he analyzed the psychol-
ogical warfare situation for the
CIA and is believed to have
been engaged in psychological
warfare operations against the
Communists in Asia.
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ANOTHER was Edgar Snow,
who died Tuesday. Snow, a
poet, was a friend of Mao tse-
Tung and other Red Chinese
leaders. There were also others
of similar views: Benjamin K.
Schwartz, who was connected
with a special research project
on Far Eastern Affairs at Har-
vard, and Prof. John K. Fair-
bank of .Harvard and his wife
Wilma.

Since Hunter went abroad,
Munson was left in the United
States where.he carried the ball
in disclosing the Davies plan to
higher authorities in govern-
raent.

He did so through channels
inside the CIA, through the FBI
and to Congress.

MUNSON'S. testimony re-
ceived zensational press treat.!
meat, He was denounced as a
fabricator and accused of
making up the Davies story out

_of wheile cloth,

The entire cacaphony of so-
called “liberal” and pro-Red
orchestration was_ called into
play agamst him, finally
driving him out of government,

ADVANTAGE was taken of
the fact (Hat there must be at

" least two witnessés in any ac-

WHAT DAVIES told Munson
and Hunter was that he wanted
them to recommend the setting
up of a project to be known as
“the Tawny Pipit Project.”

This referred to the establish-
ment in New York City, under
utmost secrecy, of a small staff
of so-called China experts who
would draw up projects and
help to set policy for the United
States on the Far East.

Davies listed the staff that
‘was to compose the completely
secret office which would
operate ostensibly as an in-
dependent research’ group for.
the CIA but also operate with;

the State Department on Far :

East policy matters. H

The personnel to become in-
volved in the Tawny Pipit proj-
-ect, to the shock of Hunter and

contairied .. i
68%a 004 Fb
Agnes Smedley and Anna
Louise Strong.

cnsation and Munson’s word
alone was legally insufficient.
Munson declared that confir-
mation could be obtained from
2ir. Hunter, but where was
ilunter?

Hunter was nowhere to be’
found and so Munson was left
out on a limb, at least to all ap-
pearances. .

Members of the ‘$anate In-
ternal Security Subcommittee
were told by CIA that Hunter
was engaged in super top secret
operations somewhere in Asia
and no one really knew where-
hewas. . -

THE CIA ADDED, in com-

. plete confidence, of course, that

any effort to locate Hunter
could “blow his cover” and pos-
sibly destroy the very vital

ngage

-serjous injury to him or death.

- Huntge knew  nothing about
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these developments. But mean-
while, he was being contacted
in -various places throughout
Asia, extending from Hong
Kong to Afghanistan, by secret
agents and other State Depart-
ment emissaries who always
repeated the same perform-
nce.

They would ask Huntér to

recall what took place at the
State Department meeting with

Davies. Then, when he did so, -

they would try to get him either

to promise to forget about the -

meeting or to deny that any
suchk  conference ever took

HUNTER recalled that a.

State Department ageni had’

told him, “But surely, there is
no real need for you to
remember certain details.
After all, you have to think of
your own future. You are not
reglly being asked to fabricate
anything that didn’t happen or
to lie. ’

“All that is really needed,
and beyond which you have no
responsibility, is just not to go
into certain controversial de-
tails. You don’t have to re-
member them.”

But Hunter consistently re-

fused “to forget.”

ULTIMATELY Hunter was
recalled to the United .States.
The trip home was uneventful,
until he reached then-Idlewild

Airport in New York. While hig’ -

baggage was being opened/ a

customs agent came up and .

asked him, “are you Mr. Hunt-
er, Edward Hunter?”

“Yes,”” Hunter replieq.-
“Would you please follow me?*-
the customs man asked.

Then the customs agent.
ushered Hunter into a large
room in the Pan American
building where he was suddenly
confronted with one of the most
extraordinary Congressional
scenes that could be imagined.
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